
About the 

education system 

in Latvia 



Pre-school education 

It is compulsory for 5 to 7 year old children to 

go to pre-school. 

Education is free. 

In most cases children from the age of 2 to 5 

go to pre-school too, but it’s not compulsory. 

There still are children who are raised in their 

homes by their parents until they are 5 years 

old. 



Basic education 

It is compulsory for all children from age of 

7 to go to elementary school. 

Pupils are educated for 9 years. 



Secondary education 

Secondary education is free. 

General secondary education (3 years) is for 

students that want to continue with a higher 

education. 

There are trade schools (2 to 4 year 

vocational education) in which students can 

learn particular jobs. 



Higher education 

Students attend higher education 

programmes to receive Bachelor’s and 

later Master’s degrees. 

The higher education is not free. 

 



Special education 

There are special schools for children with 

special needs, but they can later continue 

studying in general schools. 



Friendly Appeal 

Cesis State 

Grammar school 



Our school in numbers 

• Created in 1990 

• 352 students 

• 34 teachers 

• Progymnasium, forms 7 – 9 class, 13 – 16 

years old students 

• Gymnasium, forms 10 – 12 class, 16 – 19 

years old students 



Curriculum in secondary school 

• Nature science programme 

• General secondary educational 

comprehensive profile programme 

• Comercial science programme 



Scholastic work 

• Amount of lessons a week in elementary 

classes - 32 

• Amount of lessons a week in secondary 

classes - 36 



Students’ parliament 



Knowledge Day 

September 1 



The Ceremony of awarding the 

Friendly Appeal Prize 



Meetings with popular and 

significant people 



A party for the newly enrolled 

students 



Friendly Appeal Day 



Christmas ball 



Teachers’ Day 



Sport’s Day 

School’s Birthday 



Christmas market 



Last bell 



Abroad Projects 



The Republic 

of Latvia 



Latvia is in the Baltic region of Northern Europe. 



Latvia was initially founded in 1918 and the restoration 

of independence was declared in 1991. 



The official language is Latvian. 



Latvia is a unitary parliamentary republic. 



The capital of Latvia is Riga. 



Riga will be the European Capital of Culture in 2014. 



Cesis is one of the oldest cities in Latvia. 
 

The ruins of Cesis castle are the most 

impressive and best preserved ruins in Latvia. 



Cesis has multiple parks in the town center. 



The Latvian flag is colored red-white-red. 



The Latvian flag was first mentioned in the 

chapters of Ditleb von Alnpeke’s Rhymed 

Chronicle of Livonia (Livländische 

Reimchronik). This historical evidence 

places the Latvian flag among the oldest 

flags in the world. The chronicle tells about a 

battle that took place around 1280, in which 

ancient Latvian tribes from Cēsis, a city in 

the northern part of Latvia, went to war, 

bearing a red flag with a white stripe. 



The Coat of Arms of Latvia was formed after the 

declaration of independence in 1918. The national coat 

of arms combines symbols of Latvian national 

statehood, as well as symbols of ancient historical 

districts. 



The official currency of Latvia is the lats. The 

lats was introduced in 1922 and later 

replaced by the Soviet ruble when Latvia 

was occupied by the USSR. After regaining 

independence the Latvian rublis was used 

for a short period of time as a transition 

currency to the lats which was reintroduced 

in 1993. Now, the euro will replace the lats 

on 1 January, 2014. 



The Latvian Song and Dance Festival occurs every five 

years and has been held since 1873. It is an important 

festival in the Latvian culture. Multiple concerts and the 

festive parade are just some of the highlights. Folk and 

classical choir songs are most often sung and an emphasis 

is put on a cappella singing. 



Winters are usually packed with snow. You can enjoy a 

variety of winter activities e.g. skating and skiing. 



In the springs the Latvian rivers often go out of their 

banks. It’s a great joy for water tourists. They hurry to 

boat through the swifter Latvian rivers and their 

effervescent rapids. 



Summers are sunny with the 

temperatures peaking around +35 °C. 



Autumns are colorful and bird flocks are migrating to 

places with warmer climates for the winter therefore 

it’s a great joy for bird watchers. The berry and 

mushroom pickers go to forests to gather the bounty 

of the nature. 



Many dishes in the Latvian cuisine 

consist of ingredients that can be found locally. 



Caraway cheese is traditionally served 

on Midsummer during the celebration of Jāņi. 



Pīrāgs is a traditional Latvian pastry 

usually filled with chopped bacon and onions. 



Rupjmaize is a Latvian dark bread made from rye. 



Another national food is grey peas with bacon. 



Rainis - one of the best known Latvian writers who 

strongly influenced the development of the language. 



Pēteris Vasks - one of the best Latvian composers. 

An influence by the nature can be found in his works. 



Raimonds Pauls - a composer and piano player. 

He has composed music for over 50 movies. 



Brainstorm - a pop rock band. 

They are one of the most successful Latvian bands. 

You can listen to their album “Vēl Viena Klusā Daba” here. 

http://grooveshark.com/album/V+l+Viena+Klus+Daba/7863016


Artūrs Irbe - a former goaltender with 2 gold medals in 

world championships, an ice hockey coach nowadays. 



Ineta Radēviča - a retired Latvian athlete. 

She competed in long jump and triple jump. 



Vadims Vasiļevskis - a javelin thrower. 

He’s a silver medalist of 2004 Summer Olympics. 



Brothers Dukuri - one of the best skeleton sliders. 

They have earned multiple medals including 6 gold. 



Māris Štrombergs - two time olympic champion 

in BMX who has earned a total of 6 gold medals. 



Thank you for your attention! 


